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WOMEN IN TECHNOLOGY WA — TECH [+] 20 AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Women’s Interests 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Women’s Interests) [9.12 am]: I rise to inform the house of the 
Women in Technology WA Tech [+] 20 Awards. On Friday, 30 October, I had the great pleasure to join Women in 
Technology WA to celebrate outstanding women working in technology fields. It is a sad reality that we still have 
a long way to go to improve the representation of women in the technology sectors, with women making up around 
only 16 per cent of the science, technology, engineering and mathematics workforce, for example. Sadly, only 
27 per cent of Australian women and girls are studying STEM subjects. This is compared with India at 69 per cent 
and China at 76 per cent of women and girls studying those subjects. That is why it is so important to acknowledge 
women for the outstanding and often unrecognised work they do in these fields. 
WiTWA plays a vital role in providing networking and mentoring opportunities for women in the traditionally 
male-dominated technology field. It is vital that we are able to harness the full potential of our resources. We cannot 
deliver the best talent across our industries if we draw on only one section of the community. As a government we 
have supported WiTWA’s incursion programs and sponsored the First Among Equals Award as part of the 
WiTWA Tech [+] awards. 
This year I was proud to present this award to forensic biologist Dr Paola Magni for outstanding contributions in 
her field. The calibre of award winners was truly outstanding. From aerospace engineering to biochemistry, all of 
these women are doing incredible things in a variety of fields. One of the award winners is even contributing to 
the development of a COVID-19 vaccine. I acknowledge and thank all of the dedicated volunteers of WiTWA, 
and Pia Turcinov and Lacey Filipich in particular. It would be remiss of me not to mention their formidable patron, 
Professor Lyn Beazley, AO, who continues to champion women in science and technology. Congratulations to all 
the nominees and award winners and the continued work of WiTWA. 
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